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The Centrist Party... Political
Engagement Grounded in
Constitutional Principles

This booklet was not written to organize a party’s internal documents, but
to stir what lies dormant in the heart of a nation whose institutions are
eroding, whose society is fragmenting, and whose future is being
plundered generation after generation. It is a collective declaration of intent,
an earnest founding vision for a political movement that transcends
traditional partisan logic and aspires to become a unifying national
framework, restoring the Lebanese people's faith in themselves and in their
capacity to rebuild the state anew.

Throughout its chapters, the booklet offers an integrated approach that
refuses to separate the political from the economic, or institutional reform
from cultural transformation. This project, after elucidating the concept of
political parties in constitutional democracies and underscoring the
importance of centrism and its vision, rests upon three fundamental pillars:

— Knowledge as a Right and Foundation: Knowledge is not a luxury
nor the preserve of an elite it is the bedrock of awareness,
accountability, and citizenship. Democracy is not born in a ballot box
but in the mind of the voter. Hence, our emphasis on the democracy
of knowledge as a means to liberate politics from populism, the
economy from rentierism, and society from fear and division.

— Participation as a Value and Practice: Participation is not a
seasonal electoral event but a daily civic practice that begins in the
neighborhood and reaches the highest levels of national decision-
making. A constitution has no meaning without active citizens, and
institutions cease to exist when the people remain on the margins.
This is why we call for expanding the realm of popular engagement
and building intermediary institutions municipal, judicial, partisan,
youth-led that can nurture a homegrown elite from within society
rather than impose it from above.
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— Partnership as a Constructive Force and Balancing Power: What
we need is not political victors, but those who master the art of shared
governance. Partnership is not a weakness; it is the most refined
expression of a shared destiny. In a country as diverse as Lebanon,
partnership is a living constitution it is the antidote to exclusion and
implosion. The Centrist Party proposes partnership as both a system
of governance and a way of life.

Planning for the post-crisis phase requires transforming anger into
organization Lebanon is not short on anger, but on structured frameworks.
The crisis is not one of awareness, but of the absence of channels to harness
that awareness into a cohesive national political project. That is why the
Centrist Party does not present itself as an adversary to anyone, but as an
opportunity for all change-driven forces, youth cadres, experts, civil
society, academics, expatriates, and every believer in a sovereign Lebanese
state, regardless of background.

What we propose is a qualitative leap from a culture of protest to one of
construction from individualism to collective action, from withdrawal to
contribution, from silence to deliberate engagement. We do not seek
allegiance, but participation; we do not await crowds, but pioneers. We do
not aim to "represent™ anyone, but to "build together" a nation worthy of
our aspirations and sacrifices.

— To the youth disillusioned by broken promises: this party shall rise
on your shoulders, not at your expense.

— To the women sidelined by the current system: you are not
ornamental numbers you are equal partners.

— To the expatriates: you have not been forgotten; we are building the
bridges for your return not as remittance sources, but as active co-
creators.

— To every citizen torn between disillusionment and hesitant belief:
this Is no fantasy, but a rational blueprint for building a real state.

We are acutely aware of the magnitude of collapse, and we know that hope
in a country like Lebanon has become a luxury for many. Yet we see in this
collapse a rare opportunity for reinvention, not mere recycling. The Centrist
Party offers a blueprint for a new social contract founded on justice instead
of clientelism, citizenship instead of sectarian quotas, transparency instead
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of monopoly, dignity instead of humiliation, knowledge instead of
ignorance, and responsibility instead of dependency.

This booklet stands as the foundational manifesto of a new national
salvation movement not born from the top of the pyramid, but from its base
from the people. It is not a proclamation of a new power, but a promise to
restore meaning to power and to the citizen’s place within it. Every idea
within these pages is open to debate; every line is a call to action; every
chapter an invitation to a partnership that does not end with organization it
begins with it.

“The Centrist Party — Democracy of Knowledge and Participation” is
not the end of a vision... but its beginning.
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Transparency, Responsibility, Dignity, Inclusivity, Social Contract,
Collective Action, Rational Planning, Grassroots, National Renewal.

Dr. Samir Hassan Akoum
Beirut 2025

99



